IS    POLAND    LOST ?

pther high qualities by which the Polish people
have always preserved their unity and integrity as
a people, despite partitions and systematic oppres-
sion. In that spirit, and in those qualities, lies the
hope and in my opinion the certainty of a new
Polish national resurrection.

At the same time, I want to emphasize that
this is not going to be a eulogy of Poland and
everything Polish, but an objective survey of the
history of a people to which Europe and the world
owe a great debt as the Bulwark of Christianity
not only in centuries past, against the Turks, but
also to-day, against an even more dangerous enemy
of Christian life and principles. Needless to say,
as a publicist I was not blind to the defects of
Polish policy during the past twenty years. On
the contrary, I always viewed it with a critical
eye and deeply regretted its errors. But that does
not affect my admiration for the Polish people,
which developed irresistibly in my mind despite
this objective attitude.

And in presenting the following survey of Polish
history, my long personal knowledge of Poland
and the Poles will enable me to treat the events
of the past in the only way in which history can
usefully be treated, namely, in its bearing on the
present*